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Dear Colleague

COVID-19 TREATMENTS: AMENDED INDEPENDENT ADVISORY GROUP
REPORT OF HIGHEST RISK GROUPS

The Independent Advisory Group (IAG) commissioned by the Department of Health
and Social Care (DHSC) to advise on the groups of patients likely to be at highest
risk of deterioration, hospitalisation or death from a COVID infection, have made
further amendments to their report.

See information in the full updated IAG report at the links below. The changes
include:

e In the immune-mediated inflammatory disorders (IMID) category, reinstating
the criterion around people having biologic drugs and JAK inhibitors

e In the immune mediated inflammatory disorders (IMID) category, including as
a criterion people having treatment with immune modifiers including S1P
modulators (fingolimod, ponesimod or siponimod), or alemtuzumab or
cladribine

e In the respiratory section, adding people who are tracheostomy ventilated.

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) Technology appraisal
guidance (TA878) has now been updated with a new section 5 detailing the
amended supporting information on the risk factors for progression to severe
COVID-19 as provided by the IAG. The treatment recommendations now link to this
section 5, rather than to the external IAG report that was previously the case. This
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means the updated IAG report information is now within the NICE TA878
guidance and may be easier for stakeholders to navigate.

Please note that NICE Technology appraisal guidance [TA878] has been endorsed
for implementation within Health and Social Care (HSC) via the Strategic Planning
and Performance Group (SPPG) extant Managed Entry process, as detailed on the
SPPG Managed Entry website. SPPG issued the service notification detailing the
managed entry decision on 28 June 2023.

In addition, NICE have advised NICE COVID-19 rapid guideline: managing COVID-
19 (NG191) will also be amended to reflect the updated IAG report.

Actions required

HSC Trusts are asked to take the following immediate steps to support
treatment of patients with COVID-19:

1. Consider prescribing COVID treatment in line with the NICE Technology
appraisal guidance ‘Casirivimab plus imdevimab, nirmatrelvir plus ritonavir,
sotrovimab and tocilizumab for treating COVID-19’ [TA878], noting that the
groups of patients potentially eligible has been expanded and are defined
by the updated IAG report detailed in the guidance document. Please see
the SPPG Managed Entry website that details the decision for acceptance
of TA878 under the SPPG extant Managed Entry process. SPPG issued
the service notification detailing the managed entry decision on
28 June 2023.

2. Clinicians may wish to refer to NICE'’s rapid guideline on managing COVID-
19 (NG191) for medicines licensed, and currently used, in the management
of COVID-19 for which the NICE multiple technology appraisal (MTA)
recommendations have not yet been published.

The Strategic Planning and Performance Group is asked to:

3. Continue to work with HSC Trusts and Primary Care to identify patients
eligible for treatment in line with the updated Independent Advisory Group
report.

Further enquiries should in the first instance be directed to your hospital pharmacy
team.

Yours sincerely

< C’\J(LO[’LCLL/G%A'\QQLI{,»(@% (_’f: L\/\\.\C/W"_ -
Prof Sir Michael McBride Professor Cathy Harrison
Chief Medical Officer Chief Pharmaceutical Officer
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This letter is available on the Department of Health website at
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-
advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications
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